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l'flY:
TEXAS COMMTSSTON ON Er\-VTRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION
FOR TPDES PERMIT FOR INDUSTRL{L \/VASTEWATER

RENEWAL

PERMIT NO. WQoooo3gsooo

APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. Alcoa USA Corp., P.O. Box 1491,
Rockdale, Texas 76567 , which operates Alcoa Rockdale Operations (a complex for the primary
production of aluminum, electic power generation, and lignite mining) , has applied to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quatity (TCEQ) for a renewal of Texas Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQoooo395ooo, which authorizes the discharge of
wastewater (including process water, utility wastewater, and stormwater) from the cooling pond
(Alcoa Iake) at a total volume not to exceed 326,00o,ooo gallons per month via Outfalls oor and
oola; wastewater from active mining areas on an intermittent and flow-variable basis via Ouffails
oo5 and oo7; and wastewater from post-mining areas on an intermittent and flow-variable basis
via Oudalls 1oS, 1o4, ro5, ro7, and ro9.

The draft permit authorizes the discharge of previously monitored effluent [domestic wastewater
at a daily average flow not to exceed z8o,ooo gallons per day via Outfall zor; recirculated cooling
water at a daily average flow not to exceed goo,ooo,ooo gallons per day via Outfall 3o1; process
wastewater from the aiuminum smeiting operation at a daiiy average dry-weather flow not to
exceed ro,ooo,ooo gallons per day via Oudall 4or; power plant low volume waste sources, utility
wastewater (including air conditioning condensate), bottom ash transport water, metal cleaning
wastes, coal pile runoff, cooling tower blowdown, and stormwater runoffat a daily average dry-
weather flow not to exceed 25,ooo,ooo gallons per day via Ouffall 5or; power plant low volume
waste sources, utility wastewater (including air conditioning condensate), bottom ash transport
water, metal cleaning wastes, coal piie runoff, cooling tower blowdown, and stormwater runoff
at a daily average dry-weather flow not to exceed 3,ooo,ooo gallons per day via Oudall 6or; and
stormwater and utility wastewater from the smelter on an intermittent and flow-variable basis via
Oudall Zorl via Oufalls oor/oorA at a mont}ly maximum flow not to exceed 3z6,ooo,ooo
gallons. The TCEQ received this application on May 4, 2ot8.

The facility is located at g99o Charles Martin Hall Road, between Farm-to-Market Roads 1786
and z116, approximately 7.5 miles southwest of the City of Rockdale, in Milam County, Texas
26S67. This link to an electronic map ofthe site or facility's general location is provided as a
public courtesy and is not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the
application.
htrps:/ltceo.maps.arcgis.com/aops/webappviewer/index.html?id=dbsbacaaafbca6Sbbddd:6of
8r68zsof&marker=-qz.o6r6rr%zCeo.r66s88&level=rz



The effluent is discharged via Oudalls oor/oora to unnamed hibutaries ofEast Yegua Creek (with

a series ofon-channel impoundments), thence to East Yegua creek, tlence to t}Ie unclassified
portion ofYegua Creek, tience to Somerville Lake in Segment 1212 of t}re Brazos River Basin. The

unclassified receiving water uses are minimal aquatic life use for unnamed tributaries of East

Yegua Creek and EaJt Yegua creek (upstream confluence with Ham Branch) ; and high 
-aquatic 

life
usJfor the on-channel impoundments on unnamed tributaries of East Yegua creek and East
Yegua Creek (downstream confluence with Ham Branch). The designated uses for Segment No.

rzrz are primary contact recreation, public water supply, and high aquatic life use.

The TCEQ executive director has completed the technical review ofthe application and prepared

a draft permit. The draft permit, if approved, would establish the conditions under which the
facility must operate. The executive director has made a preliminary decision that this permit, if
issued, meets all statutory and regulatory requirements. The permit application, executive
director's preliminary decision, and draft permit are available for viewing and copying at the
Milam County Courthouse, 1o1 South Fannin Steet, Cameron, Texas.

PUBLIC COMMENT / P[IBLIC MEETING' You may submit public comments or request a

public meeting about this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the
opportunity to submit lwitten or oral comment or to ask questions about the application.
Generally, the TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the executive director determines that tlere is a

significant degree ofpublic interest in the application or if requested by a iocal legislator. A public
meeting is not a contested case hearing.

OPPORTIIMTY FORA CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for public
comments, the executive director will consider the comments and prepare a response to all
relevant and material, or significant public comments. The response to comments' along
with the executive director's decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone
who submitted public comments or who requested to be on a mailing list for this
application, If comrnents are received, t'he mailing will also provide instructions for
requesting a contested case hearing or reconsideration of the executive director's
decision. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civii trial in a state district
court.

TO REQUESTA CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE TTIE
FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQIIEST: your name, address, phone number;
applicant's name and proposed permit number; the location and distance of your
property/activities relative to the proposed facility; a specffic description of how you
would be adversely affected by the facility in a way not common to the general
public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment
period; and the statement "[I/we] request a contested case hearing." If the request
for contested case hearing is filed on trehalf of a group or association, the request
must designate the group's representative for receiving future correspondencel
identifu by name and physical address an individual member of the group who
would be adversely affected try the proposed facility or activity; provide the
information discussed above regarding the affected member's location and distance
from the facility or activity; exlrlain how and why the member would be affected;
and explain how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group's
purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the executive director will
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the
TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.



fle Cgmgssr.ol may o-nly grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor
submitted in their !me\ comments trat were not subsequently withdrawn. rf a hearing is
granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or irixed
questions offact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns
subrnitted during the comrnent period. TCEe may act on an appuiation to renew a
permit fo-r discharge of wastewater without providing an opportrrnity for a
contested case hearing ifcertain criteria are met.

EXECUTTVE DrREcroR ACTroN. The executive director may issue final approval of the
application unless a timely contested case hearing request or a timLly request for ieconsideration
is.filed. If a timely hearing request or request for ieconsideration is filed,-the executive director
will-_not issue final approval of the permit and will forward the application and requests to the
TCEQ Comnissioners for their considcratson at a scheduled Commission meeting.

MAILING Lrsr. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a
reconsideration of the executiv-e directo-r's decision, you wili be added to the mailing listTor this
specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the office of the chieiclerk. In
addition, you may rgquest to be added to: (r) the permanenilist for a specific applicant name and
permit number; and (z) the mailing list for a specific county. If you wish to be placed on the
qe':man9n1 a1!th9 county mailing list,_clearly specifu which rs(s) and send your request to TCEe
OfEce of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 

-

All written public comrnents and public meeting requests must be submitted to the
OfEce of the Chief Clerk, MC ro5, TCEQ , P.O. Box r3o87, Austin, TX 787tr-go97 or
electronically at .t o\i e mrnetl within go days from the date of
newspaper publication of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. public comments and requests must be
submitted eitler electronically at

INFORMATION A\/AII-ABLB ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit
the Commissioners' Integrated Database at i*.w'.tceq.texas.goVgoto/cid. Search ire database
using the permit number for this application, wt ictr ii providEd, GEtop of this notice.

t e C mcn or in writing to the
Texas Commission on Environmental euality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-ro5, P.O. Box
r3o87, Austin, Texas 787u -3o87. Please be aware tlat any contact information you provide,
including your name, phone number, email address, and physical address will become part of
the agency's public record. For more information about this permlt application or the permitting
process, please call the TCEQ Public Education program, toll free , at r-8oo-687-4o4o or visit
their website at u.n+v. texas. desea informaci6n en Espafrol, puede llamar al
t -8oo-687-4o4o.

Further informatio-n may a-lso be obtained from Alcoa USA Corp. at the address stated above or by
calling Mr. Terry Blodgett at S12- 446.-8579.

Issued: February tg, 2o2o


