Governor Abbott Issues Executive Order
Prohibiting Government Entities From
Mandating Masks

May 18, 2021 | Austin, Texas | Press Release

Governor Greg Abbott today issued an Executive Order prohibiting
governmental entities in Texas — including counties, cities, school
districts, public health authorities, or government officials — from
requiring or mandating mask wearing. Public schools may continue to
follow current mask-wearing guidelines through June 4. After June 4,
no student, teacher, parent, or other staff member or visitor can be
required to wear a mask while on campus.

Beginning May 21, local governments or officials that attempt to
impose a mask mandate or impose a limitation inconsistent or
conflicting with the Executive Order can be subject to a fine of up to
$1,000.

"The Lone Star State continues to defeat COVID-19 through the use
of widely-available vaccines, antibody therapeutic drugs, and safe
practices utilized by Texans in our communities,"” said Governor
Abbott. "Texans, not government, should decide their best health
practices, which is why masks will not be mandated by public school
districts or government entities. We can continue to mitigate COVID-
19 while defending Texans' liberty to choose whether or not they mask

upIH

Exempt from the Executive Order are state-supported living centers,
government-owned or operated hospitals, Texas Department of
Criminal Justice facilities, Texas Juvenile Justice Department facilities,
and county and municipal jails.

View the Governor's Executive Order.
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The Honcrable Ruth R. Hughs

Secretary of State

State Capitol Room 1E.8

Austin, Texas _5'28'701 o

Dear Sécfeﬁar’y Hughs )

Pursuant to his powers as Govémor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the: following:
Executwe Order No. GA—36 reiatmg to the prohlbltlon of govemmental entities and
officials from mandating’ face covermgs or resmctmg activities in response to the
COVID 19 dnsaster :

The ongmal executwe order is attached to this letter of transmlttal

Respéctfully subm_l;tted; {_ .
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. BY THE
GOVERNOH OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
May 18, 2021

EXECUTIVE ORDER
" GA36

Reianng to the prahtbmon of governmentai entzfzes and oﬁ' aals from mandating face .
covermgs or resmctmg activities in response to the COVID-I 9 dtsaster

.WHEREAS I, Grec Abbott, Governor of Texa‘; 1~;sued a.disaster proclamatnon on March

- 13, 2020, certifying under Section 418, 014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel .
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threal of dxsaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and :

:WHEREAS 1 mwed Executive Order GA- 34 on March 2,2021, to open Texas 100

o perccnt and removc face- covermg requxrements and

WHEREAS smce then COVID 19 hospntahzatnons and the rate of new COVID—19 cases
_ have commued their steady dcclmc and :

'_WHEREAS Executive Order GA 34 specifically provxdes rhat “no person may be

- required by any jurlqdlctmn to wear or to-mandate the wearing of a face covering,” and,
notwithstanding that order, some local governme:mal entities have caused confusion by
nonethelcss purpomng to reqmre face covermgs and

'WHEREAS Execuuve Order GA-34 also' prowdes that. “the:e ate no COVID~19 related
operating limits for any business or other establishment, ** that any “conﬂlctmo order
issued by local officials in response to the COVID- 19 disaster” is superseded, and that
~ all relevant statutes are suspended to the extent necessary (o preciude inconsistent local
ordcrs, and : :

WI—IEREAS to further ensure statewide umforrmty, and based on the contlnued
_ improvement of conditions in Texas, revised standards are appropnatc to achieve the
least rcstnctlve means of combattmg CGVID 19; dnd

WHEREAS in the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the legislature charged the governor with
 the responsibility “for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people presented by
disasters” Under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and expressly granted
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_WHEREAS under Section 418.018(c), the “governor may control i 1ngre:,b and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in-
the area;” and

. WHEREAS under Sectlon 418,173, the legislature authorized as “an offense,”
‘punishable by a fine up to $1,000, any “failure to comply with the [state emergency
_ management plan] or with a rule, order, or ordmance adopted under the plan,

NOW THEREFORE I Greg Abbott, Governor of Tcxas by virtue of the power and
authority vested in'me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
. the. followmo on a statcw:de bams effect:ve 1mmed1ately :

1 No governmental enmy, mcludmg a county;. c1ty, school dmtnct and public health
authority, and no governmental official may. require any person fo wear a face
covering or to mandate that another person wear a face covermg provided,

' however, that: -
oa, state supported living centers, govcrnment owned hospltals and government-
operated hospitals may continue to.use approprlate policies rceardmg the
- wearing of face coverings; and -~ -
b.” the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, the Texas Juvemle J ust:ce
'Dapartment and any county and municipal jails acting consistent with
_guidance by the Texas Commission on Jail Standards may continue to use -
. * appropriate policies regarding the wearing of face coverings.
2. Notwithstanding the above, public schools may continue to- follow policies-
recrdrdmg the wearmg of face coverings to the extent reflected in current guidance
- by the Texas Education Agency, until June 4, 2021, The Texas Education Agency -
- shall revise its guidance such that, effective 11 59 p m. on June 4, 2021, no student,
- téacher; parent or other staff member or visitor may be reqmred to wear a face
covering.
3. This executive order shall supersede any face-covermg reqmrement imposed by any
local governmental entity or official, except as explicitly provided in paragraph
numbers 1-2. To the extent necessary to ensure that local governmental entities or
~ officials do not 1mpoqe any such face-covermo requxrernents I hereby suspend the -
followmg
Sections 418, IOES(b) and 418. 108 of thc ‘Texas Govemment Code;
Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code;
Chapters 121, 122, and 341 of the Texas Health and Safety Code;
Chapter 54 of the Texas Local Government Code; and
any other statute invoked by any iocal govermnental ent:ty or ofﬁmai in
suppon ofa fdce -covering rcqmrement

e an oE

' Pursuant to the lcglslature s command in Secuon 418,173 of the Texas Government
" Code and the State’s emergency management plan, the imposition of any such face-
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_are suspended 1o the extent necessary to preciude any such. inconsistent local orders. -
~ Pursuant to the legislature’s command in Section 418.173 of the Texas Government
" Code and the State’s emergency management plan the imposition of any conflicting
or mcomlstent limitation by a local governmental entity or official constitutes a '
“failure to comply with” this executive order that is Sl]b_}CCt 1o a fine up to $1,000,
begmmng at 11:59 p.m. on May 21, 202l :

ThlS executive order supersedes subparagraph numbers 1(b) and 2(c)(11:) of Executive
- Order GA-34, but does not otherwise supersede Exccutlve Orders GA-10, GA-13, GA-
34,01 GA-35. This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is _
modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by thc SOVernor, Thxs cxecutwe order may -
) alsobe amended by proclamatron of the governor

Given under my hand this the 18th
day of May, 2021.

 GREG A‘B’BOTT
_ Governor

liU'rH R. HUGHS
- Secretary.of State




